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CRIBPOST SYSTEM 
 
What the innovation is: 
The innovation is a system designed to raise the existing roof of industrial and 
commercial buildings. With the use of hydraulics, any type or size of roof can be 
lifted to any reasonable height. Lifting is done using a patented lifting post called 
CribPosts. Each CribPost has a stand-alone capacity of 25-tons. The system util-
izes a method to synchronously lift the structure, allowing all CribPosts to operate 
in unison and maintain the integrity of the roof or structure. The CribPost system 
has also been used to lift space frames, bridges, and houses along with various 
unique shoring operations. 
 
Why it is innovative: 
The CribPost system is innovative in that it has virtually opened a new market for 
the construction industry. The system has created a way for buildings with low 
clear heights to increase their marketability. Many older buildings located in urban 
areas have an ideal location for warehousing or distribution but are unsuitable for 
the high racking, storage and distribution methods used in today’s industry. By 
expanding upward companies can utilize their existing property or take advantage 
of one in a better location. 
 
What has it changed or replaced: 
Previously to the introduction of the CribPost system, roofs that were too low were 
taken apart and rebuilt at a higher level. Some roofs were taken apart and replaced 
with a new roof. With the CribPost system a roof that would take two to three 
months to rebuild can now be lifted in two to three weeks for about half the cost. 
Reduction in downtime is very beneficial to commercial and industrial enterprises. 
Roof lifting is also environmentally friendly in that it eliminates the need to dis-
pose of a roof that would have been taken apart and replaced. 
 
Where and when it originated, has been used, and is expected to be used in 
the future: 
The CribPost system was originally designed in 1992 and has gone through vari-
ous stages of improvement since then. It was designed and patented by Peter M. 
Vanderklaauw, President of Liftplate International, Inc. in Miami, Florida. The 
CribPost system has been used to raise almost forty roofs in the past seven years. 
It has opened a market throughout the country that many businesses are taking ad-
vantage of. The demand for lifting roofs has been growing at a rate of 40% per 
year and projections show that increase to continue well into the future. 
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